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he was short, ugly, deformed, and altogether uneducated,
and in all matters that he took in hand displayed an entire
want of prudence and judgment; while Philippe de Comrnines
says that he was "weak, wilful, and surrounded by foolish
counsellors." Such was the youth at whose mercy Florence
now lay.

The army was quartered about the city on the unwilling
inhabitants, and Charles proceeded to the despoiled and dis-
mantled Medici Palace, where he took up his abode. There
next day he summoned the Signoria before him to hear the
humiliating terms which he intended to impose on the city.
But the ancient spirit of Florence was as strong as ever, and
when these terms were read out to them the members of the
Signoria utterly refused to accept them. Whereupon the King
flew into a rage and swore that if the treaty he had dictated
were not forthwith signed they should have war; that he
would sound his trumpets, call out his troops, and sack the
city. Upon this one of the senators, Piero Capponi, gave that
answer which has passed into a Florentine proverb: "It you'
sound your trumpets we will sound our bells." Charles knew
what that meant, for he had on the day before seen a brief
example of it in connection with a false alarm; he knew that
it meant the ringing of the great bell, "La Vacca," which
hung in the tower of the Palazzo della Signoria, and which
when it sounded out over Florence3 would call out into the
streets the whole male population of the city, armed and
ready to fall on the French troops, scattered in their various
quarters, and before they could offer any collective resistance.
He would find himself in a hornets' nest. Charles reflected
for a moment, and then passing the matter off with a bad
joke gave in, and Florence was saved.4 A less humiliating
treaty was drawn up and agreed to, though it was not a whit
more satisfactory for Florence than that for agreeing to
which Pietro the Unfortunate had incurred such a storm of
indignation from the same men. Its chief articles were that
Pisa, and the fortresses of Sarzana, Sarzanello, Ripafratta,